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EDITOR'S NOTES 


COMIC NEWS SUBSCRIPTIONS 


Great gift idea! For your friends, relatives, siblings or anyone else who needs a 
dose of comic relief. Mailed anywhere in the US. 


(22 issues yearly) 

One sub $17.00 

Twosubs $30.00 
a Send this coupon filled out and check or money order to: i 
1 COMIC NEWS Subs i 
" P.O. Box 658 - l 

Amherst, MA 01004 
I l 
I Send subscriptions of The Comic News to: i 
NAME: ; 

ADDRESS : 
I NAME: i 
| ADDRESS 1 
I I 
i NAME: j 
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hile the death of the cold war seems virtually imminent we the people of 011 MAIN! 
the world are focusing our attention on other battles. ‘ 

In South Africa Mr. Mandela’s war on aparteid and it’s oppressive ways. 

In the Soviet Union Mr. Gorbechev’s war on communism’s hardline 
attitude. In the U.S. Mr. Bush’s war on drugs. I’m sure he’ll be happy as 
long as he can justify building weapons. 

And then in our court system Mr. Reagan’s war on truth. As he has done_. 
in the past he still refuses to take responsability for the actions of himself 
and his staff. 

I think the most useful thing to do with his recently video taped 
testimony would be to enter it in that new TV show America’s Best Home 
Videos. That way he can be booed off the screen once and for all. 


casual wear for women & men e jewelry e 


cosmetics ° soap cart gifts & decorative 
accesories ° gift housewares « prints, cards 
& games ° totes & soft luggage 


Editor and Publisher 


413/586-2274 


Editor and Publisher ¢ David Hooks 
Teacher, trouble shooter and all around Guru ¢ Thom Zajac 
Desk-top typesetting ¢ W. Keith Setterlund 
Copying °* Paradise Copies 
Graphics * Sam Rush 
Team VCN mascot * Kyle Paws Kelly 
-Youngins ° Ali, Claire and Owen 


Special Thanks to The Hampshire Gazette, The Valley Advocate and The Collegian for their 
extremely encoraging and helpful sales representatives. 
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Private Hot Tub Rooms 


Mondays 4 p.m.-4 a.m. ° Tues.-Sun. 11 a.m.-4 a.m. 


33 West St., Northampton 


CopyYCAT PRINT SHOP 


228 Triangle St./Amherst 32 Pleasant St./Northampton 


(413) 549-3840 (413) 586-1332 
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“The good news is, there's private property now in the U.S.S.R.. 
The bad news is, we own it!” 
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still catch the SAT 
Prep Express. 


he SAT. 
: too late to prepare for t 
gen) H. Kaplan introduces Prep Express™ for the SAbee 
The prep course that covers all you need to know...in less 
time. uy Ee 
ll us or visit one of our Centers today. 
cnt going places, this is the SAT prep course to take 


5S H. KAPLAN 
Z Take Kaplan Or Take Your Chances 


Classes begin March 25-April 1 


In Amherst, Greenfield & Springfield | 
549-5780 ° 358 N. PLeasant Amherst 


IL CHANGE—TUNE-UP 
CARBON CLEAN 


Only 299% 


4 Cylinder 


ADD $2 PER CYLINDER FOR BIGGER ENGINES 
OIL CHANGE INCLUDES: 
° Up to 5 qts. MOBIL 10W30-40 Motor Oil ¢ New Oil Filter : 5 
¢ Chassis Lubrication Check Tires e Clean front & rear window: 
° Check & top off all essential fluids (up to 1/2 pint) 
° Vacuum vehicle interior e Validate new car warranties 
TUNE-UP INCLUDES: 


° New resistor Spark plugs © Elec 


° Idle Speed adjustment o Inspection of rotor, distributor cap, PCV 
valve, ignition wires, air, EMC & gas filters 


CARBON CLEAN INCLUDEs: 


¢ Clean fuel injectors °C 


tronic ignition system check 


lean fuel system 


DEACH LOCATION INDEPENDENTLY WN * OFFER NOT GOOD WITH 
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“Actually, it still is the great American pastime. The owners and players will 
probably end up suing each other.” 


“WR'LL ONLY SELL IT TOYOU If YOU CAN DROVE YOU DON'T NEED I!" 


“CONSERVE!” “RECYCLE!” 
DON’T THOSE 
ENVIRONMENTALISTS 
KNOW WE HAVE A 
WHOLE COM7/WENW7— 
LEFT 2.47 
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Jealousy has been described 
as a mixture of depression, ag- 
gressiveness and envy. So say stu- 
dents of such emotional matters, 
who add: In a man, the three 
sometimes combine into rage, but 
usually the depression becomes 
dominant. In a woman, most often 
the envy simply takes over. Claim 
Is Jealousy weakens a man but 
strengthens a woman. You buy 
that? 


Researchers checked oitt chief 
executive officers of 1,000 top U.S. 
companies. To learn 10 percent 
have law degrees. And 18 percent 
have MBA's. And 6 percent have 
no college. 


“Courage,” said Gen. George 
Patton, “is fear holding on a 
minute longer.” 


The University of Michigan has 
more living alumni than any other 
major university, according to 
ABC's Keith Jackson. 


HARDCOVER & PAPERBACK © BEST SELLERS e 
MYSTERY ® SCI-FI @ LITERATURE ® POETRY @ BIOGRAPHY e HISTORY © POLITICS e PSYC 
WOMEN’S STUDIES ¢ MUSIC ¢ ART x ARCHITECT URE e 
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TRAVEL @ FOREIGN LANGUAGE TAPES © MAGAZIN 
HUMOR BOOKS © COOKBOOKS ¢ GARDENING e 

BOOKS-ON-CASSETTE @ SPECIAL ORDERS © OUT-OF-PRINT. 
247 MAIN STREET ¢ NORTHAMPTON ¢ MASSAC 
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If wildlife is what fascinates you 
most, why not move to Costa 
Rica? It has more species of mam- 
mals and birds than does the com- 
bined continental United States 
and Canada. 


Q. How much did Abe Lincoln 
and his wife Mary Todd Lincoln 
pay for their house in Springfield, 
Ul.? 


A. $1,200 for the house plus 
$300 for a lot. Then 12 years later 
they socked another $1,300 into 
remodeling. That was the only 
house they ever owned. 


* Atlast report the bicycle thieves 
nationwide were making off with 
1,714 bikes a day. 


Q. What state has the most 
holidays? 
A. Oklahoma. With 20. 


Amtrak serves more towns than 
all the major airlines put together. 
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Buying a house strengthens a 
marriage. So claims a counselor in 
matrimonial matters. A survey of 
500 couples supports the conten- 
tion. Almost all had young 
children, and what they liked most 
was the extra space. That's a new 
house ready to move into, please 
note. No precise statistics are at 
hand on couples who build their 
own houses, but it’s widely known 
the marriages of many do not sur- 
vive that ordeal. 


Golf balls are expensive, aren't 
they? Americans spend about 
$234 million a year for them now. 
They only spend about $44 million 
a year on baseballs. 


A pair of hikers lost their Way in 
the White Mountains of New 
England a couple years ago. And 
got so cold they burned all the 
paper money In their pockets fora 
fire. How much cash | don't know. 
Doesn't matter. They survived. 
Remarkable, isn't it, how your 
values can change Overnight? 


CHILDREN'S BOOKS e FICTION & NON-FICTION 


HOLOGY 
© MAPS & 
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SEARCHES © AUTHOR APPEARANCES 
HUSETTS © 01060 e 413 586-4235 
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MIKBAIL You're OnLy 
TRYING To Provoke 


Hog racers at state fairs wanted 
to come up with some enticement 
to inspire pigs to sprint. Smart 
animal, the pig. It won't run for 
nothing. Turned out, finally, what 
never failed to motivate the pigs 
was an Oreo cookie. Post this on 
your cookie far. 


Barbara A. Edwards of 
Loveland, Colo., confirms she has 
worn the same pair of contact len-, 
ses daily for more than 30 years.’ 
Doesn't that set some sor ol! - 
record? 


Yes, sir, grizzly bears, bolh 


male and female, are wildly 
promiscuous. 


Q. How often does a vamplle 
bat dine? 
A. Every three days. 


Inthis century, more Americ 
died in murders than in wars: 


ans 


About 490,000 people In ih 
Hampshire by law belong to 
state's militia, subject to call. ‘ 
most, it’s said, don’t even know 


Oarsmen powered ancien! 
Greek warships called ee 
With 170 oars stacked In It 
levels on each side. Trick was : 
get up to 12 knots witht © 
Seconds. Ramming speed. my: 
how they sunk the ene 
Rammed them. 
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; ____ Many a Nigerian woman thinks 
the daily lipstick routine is too 
_____ much trouble, so has her lip color 
____ tattooed on. In the United States, 
____ tattoo artists and some cosmetic 
medical specialists repeatedly 
___ have tried to sell the practice, but 
» it Just hasn't caught on, so far. 


cs When the Asthma and Allergy 
_ Foundation of America tested the 
_ air over Los Angeles, they found a 
____ Considerable amount of marijuana 
____ pollen in their samples. : 


. Q. Isn't garlic an antibiotic? 
___A. You can say that. First sulfur 
_ €Ompound formed when you 
Crush a garlic clove is allicin, an 
antibiotic said to attack about two 
_ dozen sorts of bacteria plus 
humerous fungi. So say the ex- 


2 


r Africa’s male elephants don't 
___ breed until age 30, about. But 
____ POachers have killed off so many 
5 J ints it's next to impos- 
____ Sible now to find one over 30. So 
____ this is the critical generation. What 
_ do you think should be the punish- 
_ Ment for poachers? 
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If you were studying to be an 
attorney, which branch of the law 
would yau go Into? One professor 
says Environmental Law con- 
tinues to grow rapidly. Best 
moneymakers, he says, are fixed- 
fee defenders. More and more big 
law firms need such specialists. 
Maybe you thought there were too 
many lawyers looking for work 
now. | did. But the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics reports the demand for 
lawyers will go up 31 percent by 
the end of the ‘90s. 


If you know a short executive, 
congratulate him. He’s exception- 
al. Research reveals nine out of 10 
American male executives are 
taller than the average man. 


In the opinion of that eminent 
student of human character 
Theodor Reik: “Women can be 
foolish enough, but they are rarely 
fools.” 


Deer panic at the sniff of lion 
manure. Genetic memory, evi- 
dently. You'll say lion manure is 
not an easy fertilizer to come by. 
True, but if you can find some for 
your garden, the deer won't come 


near it. 


Most people who don't live 
around the Great Lakes fail to 
grasp the size of those ponds. 
Take Lake Superior. It's 400 miles 
long. Your ship can be out of sight 
of land for 30 hours. 


Q. Virtually 100 percent of those 
who develop AIDS symptoms die. 
What percent of the bubonic 
plague victims died? 

A. About 40 percent. 
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Q. What was that “ultimate 
tribute” given to Louis Armstrong 
by Duke Ellington? 

A. “He was born poor, died rich, 
and never hurt anyone on the 
way.” 
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That multi-million-dollar shoe 
manufacturer Jeffre Silverman at 
age 27 observed: “Wiien you have 
had no experience, you don't 
know what can’t be done." 
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EARTHWEEK: A DIARY OF THE PLANET ___ 


Wildfires 

Firefighters raced to save 
Py about 250 near-extinct 

golden lion marmosets 
from a forest fire that ravaged a 
wildlife preserve for rare animals in 
southeastern Brazil. Firefighters 
were unable to halt the fire which 
had destroyed 40 percent of the 
Poco das Antas Wildlife Reserve, 80 
miles southeast of Rio. The area is 
the last remaining natural habitat for 
the marmoset, and a sanctuary for 
rare sloths, alligators and jaguars. 

A drought and killer freeze have 

combined to cause central Florida's 
worst spell of wildfires in five years. 
The Tampa Bay Area has been the 
hardest hit with 122 brush fires re- 
ported since January 1. The Christ- 
mas freeze provided much of the 
fuel for the fires by killing large 
amounts of vegetation. 


Tropical Storms 


Severe tropical cyclone Ofa 
killed at least eight people 
as it lashed several South 


Pacific islands with mountainous 
seas, torrential rains and winds of 
160 miles per hour. Most of the 
deaths occurred on Western Samoa 
which sustained its worst storm 
damage since 1899. Traditional 
Polynesian villages on other remote 
islands were ripped apart by the 
cyclone, and many villagers strapped 
themselves to trees to keep from 
being swept away. Tropical cyclones 
Cezeraand Dety harmlessly churned 
the Indian Ocean. 


A Rough Winter 


C_ The second and third 
severe windstorms since 
late January lashed ar- 
eas from southern England to Po- 
land. Hurricane-force winds blew 
apart the roof of Chartres Cathedral, 
an 800-year-old Gothic church south- 
west of Paris, and caused $700 mil- 
lion damage to the Palace of Ver- 
Sailles. Thirteen people were killed 
near Paris where the storm caused 
extensive damage. 
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Earthquakes 


The strongest earthquake 
ES to strike the Philippine city 

of Cebusince 1941 cracked 
downtown buildings and sent people 
fleeing into the streets. A relief agency 
said 22 workers suffered burns when 
hot asphalt splashed on them at a 
building construction site. A sharp 
drop in sea levels around nearby 
Camiguin island prompted officials 
to issue a tidal wave alert. Earth 
movements were also felt in Iran, 
northern Venezuela, the eastern 
Caribbean, California, around Wash- 
ington state's Mount St. Helens, and 
from northern India to the Soviet 
Uzbek Republic, 


Missing Whales 


Environmentalists and 
ee touristofficials are wonder- 
ing what happened to thou- 


sands of gray whales which nor- 
mally swim to the warm waters off 
Mexico's Baja California coast to 
give birth at this time of year. Only 12 
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COLLECTIVE COPIES 


Has a new overnight bulk rate for 
High Quality posters, fliers, etc. 


3/2° per copy on white paper, or 


of the whales from Alaska have ar- 
rived at the Guerrero Negro area 
where 2,000 adults and 1,200 new- 
bors were counted last year. The 
Mexican environmental “Group of 
100” speculated that huge number 
of whales may have died on their 
migratory route which would have 
brought them through the area off 
the Alaskan coast where the Exxon 
tanker Valdez spilled 11 million gal- 
lons of oil last April. 


Silent Spring 

Scientists also cant ex- 
[ex] plain what has caused the 

drastic decline in the 
number of some fish, sea birds and 
whales along Canada’s British Co- 
lumbia coast. “The steelhead are 
gone. There's abig hole inthe river,” 
said Joe Saysell, who has fished the 
Cowichan river for more than 30 
years. The large sea-going trout has 
all but disappeared from some Brit- 
ish Columbiarivers, and the popula- 
tion of nesting cormorants on the 


a By Steve Newman: 


For the week ending 
February 9, 1990 


©1990 Chronicle Feat 


west coast of Vancouver Island is- ::= 


down 70 percent. Theories for the 
decline range from the Alaska oil 
spill and driftnet fishing, to changes 
inocean currents andtemperatures. 


Stingray Rescue 


Radio Vanuatu reported 
[>] the bizarre story planar me 
who claims he rode 450 | 


miles to safety on the back of a 
Stingray after his boat capsized on 
January 15. Eighteen-year-old Lot- 
tie Stevens and his friend drifted for 
four days while clinging to the over- 
turned boat. The unconfirmed report 
said that Stevens decided to swimto 
safety while his friend stayed behind 
and is believed to have later died. 
Stevens claimed that he had several 
brushes with sharks before a sting- 
ray came to his rescue and carried 
him on its back for 13 days and 
nights to New Caledonia. 


Additional Sources: U. S. Climate Analysis 
Center, U, S. Earthquake Information Center 
and the World Meteorological Organization. 
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Volcanos 


At least 16 people died 
and 56 others were seri- 
ously injured when their 


homes collapsed under the weight 
of hot ash and rocks from the erup- 
tion of east Java's Mt. Kelud vol- 
cano. The ash piled up to 18 inches 
deep on many homes, while villages 
as far away as 50 miles had to turn 
on their lights when the ash black- 
ened midday skies. Keludkilled 200 
people when it last erupted in 1966, 

Thursday morning's eruption of 
Redoubt volcano in southern Alaska 
sent another plume of ash blowing 
high across Cook Inlet. 


European Winter 
The second violent storm 
2) to strike Europe in two 
weeks caused major dam- 
age from Sweden to northern Spain, 
but brought hope that the Alpine 
skiing season can finally start. High 


winds lashedcoastal areasof France 
and Spain, while avalanches and 


flooding killed six people in Switzer- 


land and northern Italy. Many ski 
resorts throughout the Alps, forced 
toclose in January from lack of snow, 
reopened on Tuesday and were ex- 
pected to be filled to capacity by the 
weekend. 


Winter Tornadoes 


A swarm of tornadoes 
Ee _ Struck the Atlanta area, 

killing at least two people 
and severely damaging 60 homes 
and several commercial buildings. 
Severe storms ended a long warm 
spell, and ushered in renewed wintry 
weather across most of the central 
and eastem United States. 


Windstorms 

A blizzard killed seven 
ec people in the Soviet Arctic 
Circle mining city of 
Vorkuta and forced all mines in the 
tegion to close for over 24 hours. 
Tass reported that more than 1,700 
apartment buildings and 47 other 
Structures were damaged, many un- 


= 


For the week ending 
February 16, 1990 
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roofed by high winds. 

A cyclonic storm battered north- 
em Bangladesh where about 500 
people were injured by flying debris, 
and more than 10,000 homes re- 
ceived wind damage. ; 


Wolf Attacks 


The northern Turkish vil- 
[=< lage of Ortalik was briefly 
put under a quarantine 


against a possible rabies outbreak 
after a wolf attacked 11 people and 
dozens of cattle. The wolf, driven 
down from the mountainsin the Black 
Sea province by hunger and cold, 
was killed, but not before the bitten 
villagers were given painful shots 
against rabies. 


Tropical Storms 
Residents of the Cook Is- 
lands were securing their 
6) homes and collecting food 
and water in preparation for cyclone 


Peni, which was bearing down on 
some northernatolls late inthe week. 


Earthquakes 


Ashallow andstrong earth- 
KS] quake caused slight dam- 

age in New Zealand's Can- 
terbury province, but was widely felt 
from Christchurch to Wellington. 
Earth movements were also felt in 
central Japan, northern Italy, south- 
ern Mexico and western Nepal. 


Teed Off 


Japanese environmental- 
ists are trying to stop the 

growing number of golf 
courses springing up across their 
country, and halt the use of chemi- 
cals needed to keep them green. 
The most recent effort was by the 
Japan Consumer's Unionwhich tried 
to haltconstruction of acourse behind 
the home of Yoshiaki Tsutsumi, 
Japan's leading entrepreneur and 
the head of the national Olympic 
organization. Ms. Setsuko Yasuma 
of the union, in announcing the third 
annual national conference against 
golf. links next month, warned that 


$7.50/person 1 hr 
$7.50/person 1/2 hr 
$12/person 1 hr 


$9.00/1 hr 
4pm- lam 
11 am-1 am 
4pm- lam 
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WHALEN 
STATIONERS 


Now open in Amherst! 
At 40 Main Street 
(across from the town hall). 
256-3120 
College Supplies 
Large selection of 
writing instruments, 
computer paper & 
ribbons, Day Runner 
organizers, resume & 
thesis paper, binders & 
office products 


“Serving the five college 
area since 1958” 


Visit our Northampton 
_store at 141 Main St. 


«ed 


“it's not only chemical pollution that 
matters, but also the destruction of 
the ecosystem in the name of large- 
scale resort development.” The 
country’s monsoon weather requires 
the use of massive amounts of herbi- 
cides and bactericides to protect the 
greens, fairways and bushes, Play- 
ers and caddies have long suffered 
from eye and throat irritations. New 
golf courses are in such demand in 
Japan that the average membership 
price was $300,000 last year. 


Whale Hunt 


Six hundred white beluga 
le] whales, trapped under ice 
in western Greenland, 


were killed in the annual Disko Bay 
whale hunt. Many belugas, not an 
endangered species, become 
trapped each year under ice from 
falling glaciers. State research biolo- 
gist Anders Christensen said this 
year's trapped pod would have died 
anyway, so the hunters only “cut 
short their suffering.” 


Open 7 days a week at 11 AM 
Open til 2 AM weekends 


A Cool Place 


for Hot 
Roastbeef 


50 MAIN ST. AMHERST 


253-9223 


739-3800 


600 SUMNER AVE. SPRINGFIELD 


Restaurant & Lounge 
Route 9, Hadley 586-1978 


EAT... 


til your heart’s content at 
our famous Sunday Brunch 


$9.95 
11a.m. to 3p.m. 


Enjoy a magnificent feast of Carved 
Meats, Hot & Cold Delicacies, and a 
tantilizing array of Sweets & Desserts. 


| 
{ 


Civil Service History: On Oct. 12, 1979 (Columbus 
Day), government employee George Sullivan goes in 
».. to work: for a- couple of hours to, in-his own words, 

_ . “take care of some wotinished business.” 


. eu nipeoas pore tory SBF 
TLIO NEP VES ’ 


Rent two new movies, 
get one $2.00 rental 
for FREE! Ke 


SS. 


Join our disk club! 
Buy ten disks at the regular 
price and get one disk, a 
$15.99 value or less for free! 


Advanced Video| 


NORTHAMPTON SOUTH HADLEY AMHERST 
26 North King Street 470 Newton Street 328 College St. 
Edgewood Commons Corner of Rt. 116 & 33 Route 9 


586-6501 536-8863 


256-4194 


THE FAR SIDE 


By GARY LARSON 


“Coast, Dad, coast!” 


rik i gen c 


little guy was hopin’ to just up and walk off 
with your rubber tree plant.” 


: 
a 
: 
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Our protagonist is about to check on the progress of 
her remodelers in this scene from “Leona Helmsley 
Meets the Three Stooges.” 


tor callses 
the air flow 


Tales of the Known 


Se EE, A a = 


“Well, there he is, Bobby — Big Red. Sure he's 
tough, but if you can ride him, he’s yours. 


4a 


It was very late, and Raymond, fighting insomnia, 
went for a midnight snack. Unfortunately, 
he never saw the duck blind. 


xKae07) © 1995 Chvorsca Festures 
Distributed by Universal Press Syndicata 


“OK, Frank, that’s enough. I'm sure the Jeffersons 
are quite amazed at your car headlight device.” 


ra i 
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The fabulous Classe Cafe bakery has 
expanded to a new, larger location in 
Northampton! Now the possibilities are 
endless... 


GRAND OPENING 
SPECIAL) 


Buy a cup of coffee and a 
muffin, get one muffin FREE. 
With this ad. 


6 AM-6 PM 
378 PLEASANT ST., NORTHAMPTON 
(Across from Sound & Music) 
(413) 584-2564 


Cocktails 
Food 
Game room 
Dancing 


Corner of Pleasant and Pearl Street 
Northampton 


GO TO THE HEAD OF THE CLASS 


BY DONALD KAUL 


All right, class, today we shall study economics. ince. 
You ae there in the eek row... stop fooling around. paaicaly ays chcapens tings 


Now pay attention; you will be responsible for this age 5 a PE aig ine 

I am about to explain two of the great mysteries Ol mo Piss these two 
Social Security trust fund and the peace dividend. I assure yOu that 11 yo RES and 
subjects you will be among the very few to do so. Politicians, newspaper BE co 
even normal people talk about them constantly, but they hardly ever know y 
talking about. These are the facts: Bei th 

Social Security - The thing you have to remember a ae 
is that there is no Social Security aed fund. It is all trust; no fund. It EA fiction ace by 
politicians who wish voters to believe that the onerous payroll tax will actually do them some 
good - eventually. ; : 

In truth, the payroll tax has no more to do with securing your retirement than does the 
income tax, the gas tax or the tax on jelly beans. It all goes into the same pot, which is imme- 
diately emptied by a rapacious Congress, abetted by a cowardly President. = 

This is no less true of the highway trust fund and the airport trust fund. The govern- 
ment has no way of setting aside money raised for these purposes. It either spends it on 
retirement, Highways and airports immediately or it lends it to itself to pay its bills. he 

This circumstance gives lie to the charge that New York Sen. Daniel Moynihan’s 
scheme to cut the payroll tax imperils future Social Security benefits. It does not. Future 
Social Security benefits must always remain hostage to future taxpayers’ willingness to pay 
for them. 

I see you have confused looks on your faces. Think of it this way: 

Imagine the federal government as an individual taxpayer making $20,000 a year. 
This taxpayer wishes to put $2,000 a year for Christmas (future retirement benefits). He joins 
a Christmas Club (sets up a Social Security “trust fund”). 

During the year he finds himself short of cash, so he borrows $1,000 from his Christ- 
mas Club fund. At the end of the year, then, he finds himself $1,000 short for Christmas. He 
then has two options: He can spend less on Christmas (reduce benefits) or he can borrow the 
money (borrow the money). 

His neighbor Moynihan says: “Why don’t you stop kidding yourself and simply 
reduce your Christmas Club contribution to $1,000, to make it conform to reality?” And the 
taxpayer responds: “What! And ruin Christmas?” 

That is roughly the position we find ourselves in with regard to Social Security - 
unable to save for the future and unwilling to admit it. 

The point is this: You cannot honestly put away money for the future when you are 
spending more than you earn. All you can do is borrow money and call it saving. 

The Peace Dividend - Despite rumors to the contrary, there is a peace dividend. We 
are spending it on armaments. 

“Peace dividend” is the name given to military funds freed up by the collapse of the 
Soviet threat. Do not doubt that the Soviet threat has collapsed. The Soviet Union has all but 
collapsed. Comrade Gorbachev is up to his perestroika in alligators and is sinking fast. 

Even it he succumbs to his enemies we have nothing to fear. Led by hard-liners or 
soft, the Soviet Union is descending into a chaos that will not permit military adventurism. 

; Why then do Wwe continue to spend vast amounts on preparing ourselves to repel a 
Soviet assault that will never come? Part of it is habit. Part of it is the election of our officials 
is financed by people who profit from the military buildup. And part of it is sheer stupidity. 

‘5 Defense Secretary Richard Cheney this week revealed his plans for scaling back the 
military in the coming years. It calls for ever-so-gradual reductions in troops, ships and 
weapons. Mr. Bush then upped the ante in his State of the Union address by proposing an 
immediate withdrawal of 80,000 American troops from Europe. 

All of which is good but none of which is good enough. The threat of war is vague 
and receding. We have threats - drugs, deficits, pollution, ignorance - that are snarling at our 
door and growing by the day. That’s where we should be diverting money. 

Above all, we should shut down the Strategic Defe iti 
the comic book imagination of Ronald Reagan and deserv 
keep our space industry from useful work. 


End of lecture. I hope that clears up everything you were worried about. Class dis- 
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THE GREAT COMMUNICATOR. 
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Diving Education Extension Program 


Learn To 


SCuUbad dive 


Offering 
recreational and 
accredited scuba 
instruction & Trios 


Since 1979 


Basic course locations, 
Amherst College, 
Hampshire College, 
Smith College & UMass 


Next Basic Course: 
The month of May 


$120.00 


Advanced course: 
Key Largo, FL 
March 18 - 24th 
$380.00 


Photography course: 
Key Largo, FL 
March 18 - 24th 
$395.00 
(Use of Nikonos cameras included) 


Caribbean trip to Bonaire 
May 26 - June 2 
$750.00 


321 Main Street 
Amherst, MA 


256-6266 
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I HATE THESE FUZ2N ae pried 
MITTENS! \F ONLY MOM HAVE PAOS! 
HAO GOTTEN ME PADDED : 
GLOVES INSTEAD OF THESE Seog 
AND YoU CANT THROW | NO-GOOD, AWFUL. ROWTEN ee 
i. STRAIGHT! DARN IT! FUZ2N MITTENS! aN 
( \ | DARN IT! DARN IT? 
) / g 
! 2 a 
.- 2 * H —y 
(|) 
S) Ro) c $ id Qo me 
“eo = ~ g 
5 oe 


ANY DUMB KID CAN BUILD 
A SNOWMAN, BUT IT TAKES 
A GENIUS LIKE 
ME TO CREATE 


THIS SNOW SCULPTURE 
TRANSCENDS CORPOREAL 
LIKENESS TO EXPRESS 

DEEPER TRUTHS ABOUT THE 
HUMAN CONDITION! THIS 

SCULPTURE |S ABOUT ff 6 
GRIEF AND SUFFERING !25 


THE INADEQUACY OF 
avd TRADITIONAL IMAGERY 
} AND SYMBOLS, To 
2 CONVEY MEANING 

IN TODAYS WORLD. 


ONE LOOK AT THE TORTURED 
COUNTENANCE OF THIS FIGURE 
CONFIRMS THAT THE ARTIST 
HAS DRUNK DEEPIN FROM THE 
CUP OF LIFE! THIS WORK 
SHALL ENDURE AND INSPIRE 
FUTURE GENERATIONS ’ 


THIS SCULPTURE 1S ABOUT | | HEY STUPID! {1's Too WARM 
TRANSIENCE. AS THIS TO BUILD A SNONMAN! 
FIGURE MELTS, (T INV\TES THE] | WHAT A DOPE! HA HA HA HA! 
WEWER To CONTEMPLATE THE | f q 
EVANESCENCE OF LIFE. 
THIS PIECE SPEAYS 
TO THE HORROR OF 
OUR OWN MORTALITY! 


5f A PHILISTINE ON 
THE SIDEWALK. 
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BY ABANDONING REPRESEN: 
TATIONALISM, I'M FREE TO 
EXPRESS MYSELF WITH PURE 
FORM. SPECIFIC INTERPRE- 
TATION GIVES WAN To A 

MORE VISCERAL RESPONSE 


SEVYRE |S 
MONOCHROMATIC . 


WELL, I SUPPOSE THAT WOULD 
BE PROVOKING, SO YES, IT 
WOULD BE A LITTLE BAO. 


AS BAD AS 
IF You'd 
HIT THE 
PERSON ? 


UM... BECANSE 
TIGERS NEED To 
STAY LEAN AND 


(Hs ; 


SHOULD I Go TO WHY DO T HAVE To LEARN? LIFE \S FULLOF |] AT 7:00AM, MOMS NOT 
OL ?/ WHY CANT T WEN CANT I STAY THE WAY MASTERIES. ISNT] | WER PHILOSOPHICAL . 
T AM? WHAT'S THE PoINT 


— STAN HOME ? 
a OF THIS? WHY DOTHINGS 

HAVE TO BE THIS WAX? WHY 

CANT THINGS BE DIFFERENT? 


Ceramic Scarabs 


RAWHIDE $ 1,00 per 
sirmg foot 
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TOO BAD THE BACK OF THE 
CAMERA OPENED WHEN WE 
LANDED. THAT WOULD'VE 
BEEN A GREAT PICTURE ! 


© 1990 Uneversa! Press Syndicate 
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AFTER I'M DONE WATCHING 
TV, HE'LL TELL ME WHAT THE 
BOOK WAS ABOUT, AND I'LL 


NOT WITH YOU 
SITTING HERE, 
\T ISNT. 


vee sun, 12-S 
WERE ABOUT! I 

ICE AS MUCH IN THE S8S-OB1S 
DOING TW 122 mer sf. 


SAME AMOUNT OF TIME / 
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northampton, MA 


Cartouches 


located above Pmocchio's 
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HAMELIN 
FURNITURE: 


er ee 


d 
COMPLETE Bae AND FRAME 


aes $3 69! 


HAMELIN FURNITURE 
MASONIC ST./NORTHAMPTON 
586-7970 MC/VISA/DISCOVER 
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THATS SILLY, 
B.D! YOURE 
NO NOBopy! 


YOU'RE A TOTALLY 
COOL GUY INA 
REALLY BITCHIN‘ 

HELMET! 
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I'M TRULY SORRY THINGS 
DIDN'T TURN OUT BETTER. I 


IM ALSO NOT HAVING AN AFFAIR. 
WITH RAQUEL WELCH, MADONNA, 
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79 Main Street 
Amherst 
253-3442 
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for THE BLACK SHEE 


X 


1 can you he lp Oe ire meeting 
draw a comic Stvip 
for the BLACK SHEE Pr 
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with a 
CAREER 


2 
me draw a 


gulp, NEVER. 


58 Main Street 
Northampton 
586-3055 


COUNSELOR 
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Moon Family / Fire Relief Fund o 


OK ce 7) Donations may be made to the 7) 
y O O yg Florence Savings Bank i) 

Ces Williamsburg, MA 01096 7) 
Vv Single Father with two daughters, 9 
27) OWE | 3. 

V7) 
JO© Year | 
ww ANNIVERSARY 


SS 
Thank you 


Y 
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Northampton 
for making our 
first year here a 

success! 


Spoleto 
12 Crafts Ave 
Northampton Ma 


986-6313 


Monday-Thursday 10-9 pm 
Friday & Saturday 10-10 pm 
Sunday 12-9 pm 


401 Main Street 256-1509 


8 & 12 years old lost everything ? 
Y 
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7 CAMCORDER 


Production by Pam DiSalvo 


Specializing in Birthday 
Parties and Sporting Events 


“now instead of telling my friends — 
i haut my adventures on a Boogie 
Board, I can show them...in slow motion! 


estimate 
548-9169 
after 6 pm ee 


Why are the Ice Cream 
Parlors now selling 
frozen yogurt? 


Visit the 
yo 
ota as 


No 
on- Be 
% Creat, ire at 


“the valley's original frozen 4 yogurt shop!” 


Northampton ere 
186 Main St. 2 a diet 


& Damon Rd. 


Amherst 
Boltwood | 
Walk 


